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Good evening Central Texas Riders,

My thanks to Chet and Kent for linking up with me for
breakfast at Black Rifle Coffee on 4 May.

And thanks to all who were able to participate in our Picnic
in the Park ride on 11 May. There was 180 miles of good
twisty roads, great weather, S ~~ e

plore, and wonderful friends \
to enjoy it with. Highway 16 = \"
between Llano and San Sab.
also had the best wildflowers . / NN gls .
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Riders were Jim and Alvalin, Jeff and Shari, Erik and Lori and
Rebecca, Todd, Chet, and Gene. Quinta met us at the park
and had all the food and drinks set up and ready when we

arrived.

On 15 June we are riding to Lampasas to-lipkvith our
friends from Chapter O (Au§tin, Salado, Florence, Burnet) at
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your username and password, please email Mike Melton at
eaglewings.web@gmail.com with your name and EWMA

28 May Dale & Carleepmember number. He will send you a message with your user-

28 Jun Gene & Quinta

Next Chapter Meeting
June 25
Golden Corral

name and a temporary password that will get you connected
SO you can set your own password, and update your profile
information.

Ride Often/Ride Safe
Gene & Quinta
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Arare mbling Roby
Thanks for joining us Chet.
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By: Chet Roby

Dear Central Texas Riders Teammates,

The following information has been extracted from the meeting of Texas Motorcycl«i B
Safety Coalition, held this past March 2024. The source of the research scripted \‘ B
duly noted. :

The focus of TMSC is to end the streak, in Texas, of daily motorcycle fatalities. Si
2001, a motorcyclist has been killed every day of the year; TMSC is focused on haf
single day of no motorcycle fatalities. :

Motorcycle fatalities have continued to increase since 1990, while vehicle fatalities have decreased. The in-
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In 2020, 14% of all traffic fatalities were motorcyclists. This is the highest number killed motorcyclist since
1975.

Some concerns that have potentially contributed to the increase are as follows:
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Supersize vehicles:

Manufactures have been designing swse&zed vehicles (3500 picip trucks) that have morphed into
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also contributed to the rise in bicycle, pedestrian, and motorcycle fatalities.

In the past there was a major concern with having a big rig following motorcyclists, but the trend in vehicle
size is more concerning since these vehicles are roaming the city streets and roaming through communities.
This is no longer a major highway or intersection problem. The width of these vehicles can mefasire 8
including mirrors; hood heights are neafdet making the frontend of one of these heavy moving vehicles a
sure fatal encounter for motorcycles.

Infrastructure Issues:
The Motor Advisory Council (MAC) was tasked with providing and recommendations concerning infrastruc-
ture issues related to:

Barrier Designs

Roadway Design, Construction, and maintenance practices

Architecture and Implementation of intelligent transportation systems
The research and implementation of the project is extensive and too lengthy to include all the findings.
CKSNEF2NBE (GKS awSI RSNNa 5A3SaiGé¢ OSNERAZ2Y 2F (GKS L
The MAC identified 11 areas related to infrastructure maintenance and construction that affect motorcycle
safety.

Note: Many of the infrastructure maintenance noted below had been previously identified.



Pothole maintenance

Open milled road surfaces

Steel plates

Uneven pavements

Gravel and debris

Traffic barrel sight distances

Raised manhole covers

Chip seals

Excessive overand crack fillers and joint sealants
Low friction pavement markings

Trafficactuated signals that do not detect motorcycles

Problem:

Barriers were designed to protect passenger vehicles and larger commercial vehicles. Motorcycles were
never considered in design. Barriers are placed to prevent vehicles hitting a roadside obstacle; however, mc
torcycles impacting a barrier can have more severe injuries than if they had hit the obstacle.

Recommendations:
Secondary rail system to prevent motorists from sliding under existing guardrail and into a support post.
Impact mitigation devices that can be installed on existing support posts to reduce impact force and de-
celeration while easier to install on curved road sections than a second rail.
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who has fallen.

In 2021 TXDOT became the Lead Agency for the Transportation Motorcycle Pooled Fund Program for the
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DOTs. Research is being conducted by A&M Texas Transportation Institute (TTI). Fhiatetdtm of
participants is sharing experience in practice and design to address motorcycle safety solutions. As of this
writing there is no existing US guidance for roadway safety and design for motorcycles.

There has been additional research noted by TxDOT and TTI dating back to 2019, regarding the following re
search needs prior to implementation of the suggested safety recommendations.

Shoulder widths and applicable side slopes to allow better recovery for motorcycles

Passive methods that decrease roadway departure

Barriers designed for motorcyclistsafety PRI

Develop guidance to determine locations for motorcycle ;
safety design elements

Investigate critical geometry of roadway elements

Signal detection
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guidelines to address motorcycle retrofit for flexible guard fence barriers.

Actionable steps are as follows:

TTI, Bridge Division designed a Motorcycle Net in 2019, to be installed on rigid concrete barriers to prevent
ejected riders from leaving an elevated roadway.

TTI and TXDOT Bridge Division: Roadside Barrier Research developed Flexible Metal Beam Guard Fence.
TTI research and development Upright Rider Barrier Cap Rail Design Testing

TTI research and development Sliding Rider Rub Rail Test

There is additional research by MAC for road design recommendations and pavement designs, manual on
traffic control devices and signage which is due to be released in the fall of 2024, dealing with the following
topics for inclusion.

Pavement features

Roadside features

Signage and other road furniture

Longitudinal barriers

Shoulders

Horizontal curves

Intersections

Work Zone safety

Intelligent transportation systems, the least of which deals with guitot cars, SUVs, trucks, and yet to
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There is a great deal of information noted above based on research. To simplify this article, lest look at the
basics of motorcycle safety that all motorcyclists should be following.

Rememberthe prd\AA RS Ay alLISOi A2y O6SOENBGINARSO FT2NJ Y2i2NDe
T = Tires and wheels

C = Chains, cables, aygbs, even the throttle

L = Lights and electrical

O = Oil and fluids

C = Chassie

S = Side and center stand

This should be done before every ride.
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and the passenger.

DOT approved helmet
Over the ankle boots with low heals



Full coverage Jacket, possibly with body armor
FulHinger gloves
Riding pants with body armor in the knees and waist
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instructions to assure a safe ride. The passenger can influence the handling of the motorcycle. Therefore,
always inform the passenger how to enjoy a safe ride.
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Never ride beyond your ability and experience with the motorcycle

Always focus and put into practice, continuing education/training, as motorcycling requires different skill
sets and knowledge from cars and trucks.

Understand, behavioral issues are the highest cause of motorcycle crashes and fatalities.
Have a great week, stay safe, ride with confidence, and always keep the rubber side down.

Kindest personal regards,

Chet Roby (AKA Rambling Roby)
EWMA Number 1093

Former GWRRA Number 174559
Former Life Grand Master Number 6226



EAGLE WINGS MOTORCYCLE ASSOCIATION

Central Texas Riders (Chapter T)

CenTex Riders Gathering

Missouri District Rally

Brunch LinkJp with Capital Wings

EWMA International Riddn
CenTex Riders Gathering
CenTex Riders Gathering
Sturgis Motorcycle Rally
CenTex Riders Gathering
EWMA Rendezvous

CenTex Riders Gathering
Texas District Ridén (tentative)
National Motorcycle Ride Day
CenTex Riders Gathering
CenTex Riders Gathering
CenTex Riders Holiday Party

*Changes and new events are listed in Blue

Rides/Events

28 May 2024 Golden Corrag Killeen

30 May-1 Jun Branson, MO

15Jun2024 ! £t TNBR2Qa wSall c
Lampasas

21¢ 22 Jun2024 Loveland, CO

25 Jurn2024 Golden Corraf Killeen

23 Jul2024 Golden Corraf Killeen

2¢ 11 Aug2024 Sturgis, SD

27 Aug2024 Golden Corrag Killeen

29¢ 31 Aug2024 Green Bay, WI

24 Se024 Golden Corrag Killeen

26-28 Se2024  Tyler, TX

12 Oct2024

22 Oct2024 Golden Corraf Killeen

26 Nov2024 Golden Corraf Killeen

6 Dec2024 TBA
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Friends for Fyn, safety & RISINE

Eagle Wings Motorcycle Association References and Links

EWMA National Website: https://www.EWMAorld.org
EWMA National Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/eagle.wings.motorcycle.associatign
Region B Website:

Region B Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/648709793287460
Texas District Website: https://www.gwritx.org/

Texas District Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/736753967150486

CenTex Riders Website: https://www.CenTexRiders.org
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Texas District Ridén, March 2024

Chapter Team: Support Our Sponsors i They Support Us!

Directors: Gene & Quinta Harris

Computer Solutions

TreasurersTim & Young Brooks
For your complete computer needbpth

hardware and software, contact Dan at (254)
Safety/Rider EducationChet Roby 680-2983.

Ride Coordinators:Jim and Alvalin Woodul

Webmaster/Newsletter:Gene & Quinta Harris




