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Chapter Directors’ Notes 

Hello Central Texas Riders, 

Our second Saturday ride on 14 March started with break-
fast at Black Rifle Coffee, with Al & Claire, Kathy, Jeff, and 
Gene. We then rode backroads south of Stillhouse Hollow 
for about an hour. We visited the College Park historical site 
in Salado, and shopped and watched some glass blowing at 
the Glass Works. 

Most EWMA chapters have closed their checking accounts 
to simplify operations and reduce federal, state, and organ-
izational reporting requirements. If we decide to close our 
account, I would like to get your thoughts on best uses of 
our remaining balance. Some thoughts: 1. Pay for one or 
two years of EWMA membership for current members. 2. 
Pay for EWMA/Central Texas Riders chapter shirts/caps to be 
ordered through John and Wanda Osborne. Other ideas? We 
will discuss this at our gathering on 24 March. 

 There are a lot of activities coming up: 
-Texas Wildflower Ride-In (Bloom & Vroom) 26-28 March, in 
Kerrville/Fredericksburg. (see flyer) 
- Big Bend Ride 29 Mar - 2 Apr - Alpine TX 
- CenTex Riders Lunch Ride 11 Apr, The Feed Mill - Gatesville 
- ArkLaTex-O Rally 30 April - 2 May in Hope AR. (see flyer) 
- International Women’s Day Ride activities - 2 May, Temple 
- Missouri District Rally 28 - 30 May in Branson MO. 
- EWMA 2016 Rendezvous - 3-5 Sep, Sharonville OH 
- Texas Fall 2016 Ride-In - 15-17 Oct, Marble Falls  

Ride Often/Ride Safe 
Gene & Quinta 

BIRTHDAYS       

 3 Mar Kent 
        24 Mar Alvalin 
          3 Apr Bridget 
          4 Apr Jeff 

ANNIVERSARIES        

          5 Apr Tim & Young 
        11 Apr Chet & Lucy 

If your GroupSpot app no longer 

sees our Central Texas Riders 

Group, join it again with Invite 

Code  15rHu.  

It is case sensitive.   
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Roby’s Ramblings 

Newsletter Article for Central Texas Riders (Chapter T) 

January 27, 2026 

Written by Chet Roby (AKA Roby’s Ramblings)  

EWMA Number 1093 

Former GWRRA Number 174559 

Former Life Grand Master Number 6226 

 

Group Rides 

 

Dear Chapter T Family: 

 

This month’s article is geared towards various levels of education as it pertains to motorcycle group 

activities. 

As an avid rider or even novice rider our exposure is that of the path-of-travel based on the point-of-

destination.  We enjoy the twisters, the hills, the scenery, the ability to remove some of those metal 

burs on our footpegs, and in some cases, by some riders, enjoying dragging a knee or two.  All the 

above is the reason for riding, but what takes place before the ride…did you ever consider the time 

and research required prior to the actual group led ride? 

 

To lead a motorcycle group ride safely, you need to…  

…prepare before the ride 

…manage the group on the road 

…respect traffic laws and rider limits  

Note, the leader must arrive prepared, hold a riders’ meeting, keep the group to a manage-

able size, ride prepared (first-aid kits, tool kits, cell phones, etc.), ride in formation (avoid side

-by-side formations), periodically check the riders following using CBs, rear view mirrors, or 

tail gunner’s information, consider potential medical challenges and required actionable solu-

tions, necessary communications if a rider chooses to leave, understanding hand signals…how 

and when to use, versus a CB for communication. 

 

MSF has identified 10 rules for how to ride a motorcycle with a group, understanding the camarade-

rie of group riding being one draw of having a motorcycle.  However, it’s important to understand 

the etiquette and rules of group riding so you can do your part to help keep everyone in the group 

safe.  Here is what to consider before heading out on a group ride. 

Note: MSF (Motorcycle Safety Foundation) identified the following challenges in many group 

rides. 

 Riders covering too much of the roadway, or riding side by side. 
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Mixing riders of various skill levels, without any consideration for new riders’ skill lev-

els. 

Riders falling behind the group 

 

Not creating guidelines beforehand to reduce the unpredictability of a group ride. 

New riders to motorcycling have less than 1,000 miles of experience before participat-

ing in a group ride. 

 10 Rules for how to ride a motorcycle with a group of riders…  

  Be prepared before going on the ride 

  Know hand signals 

  Hold a pre-ride meeting 

Select a group lead and sweep 

  Keep your group’s size manageable  

  Stagger your riding formation  

  Stay aware of group’s riders while on the road  

  Have a plan if a rider gets separated 

  Know what to do if someone leaves the group  

  Take plenty of breaks 

 What not to do while on a group ride… 

  Do not ride side-by-side 

  Do not show off 

  Do not overlook safety gear (ATGATT) 

 

EWMA’s group rides are well prepared, which entails riding the route, understanding the distances, 

reviewing the potential pace of the ride, managing fuel range stops, time windows for riders, thus 

assuring compliance with rider’s health and safety, identifying potential re -routes, special scenic 

points of view, planning for the unexpected…all of which could easily take a full day of planning for 

each group structured ride. 

Note: Once the route has been reconned ‘ed, the group leader must re -work the route, at 

home, via the GMP alignment.  This, in of itself could equate to an hour of re-routing adjust-

ments. 

Additional concerns would be to understanding each rider’s experience level, the bikes capabilities, 

and potential limitations; plans to ride at the comfort level of the least experienced rider, set roles 

regarding the lead and sweep (tail gunner) rider, which are experienced in group riding, creating sub-

groups if the group is too large, assuring a pre-ride meeting to review the route, rest/fuel stops, 

communication methods (hand signals/communication comms), formation rules, and what to do if 

someone gets separated or has a breakdown. 

Roby’s Ramblings 
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The above information dealt mainly with the preparation of the group ride, but what about your bike 

and you as a rider.  What are the preparations required for your safety. 

 

Bikes and rider readiness are just a important as the preparation for the ride.  Rider readiness re-

quires the riders to arrive on time, with full tanks, proper tire pressure, functioning light, appropriate 

protective gear, which should include DOT approved helmet, eye protection, full finger gloves, jacket 

with body armor, riding pants of proper riding material, over the ankle boots, and arrive sober. 

 

On-road leadership focuses on… 

Pace setting, assuring the ride leader rides at the posted speed limit and a pace that every 

rider can safely follow. 

Formation should be a staggered formation on straight, clear roads (leader left track, second 

rider right track, at least one second apart) 

Switch to single file and increase following distance (2+ seconds) in curves, poor visibil-

ity, narrow roads, or hazards. 

Understanding group size is also critical (about 5-7 bikes per group), thus adding to the level 

of safety. 

Spacing and lane discipline…not allowing side -by-side riding in the same lane 

Maintain safe cushions and smooth, predictable lane changes signaled early 

Monitoring the group with communications or mirror checks, adjusting speed if riders fall 

back, and using previously communicated alignment to report problems. 

 Pulling off the road safely and regroup if someone is missing or falls behind. 

Safety and legal considerations (Texas focus) should also be an integral part of any group ride. 

 

Obeying and understanding traffic laws must be emphasized.  Each rider assumes his or her 

own legal responsibility for their actions; obeying speed limits, signals, right-of-way rules, and 

understanding it is illegal to block intersections or traffic for the group. 

Note: Texas does have a helmet law, which was communicated on several occasions in 

past newsletters.  Just for a review, Texas requires DOT – standard helmets unless spe-

cific exemption conditions are met; however, as a ride leader, you can set a “helmet 

required” rule regardless of legal exemptions.  

Passengers are also a critical component to any group ride.  Rider must ensure the bike carry-

ing passengers is designed for passengers and pave proper footrests/handholds. 

 Note: Texas passengers must meet the minimum age rules {TTC 545.416(d-e)} 

Also, passengers must dress as noted above with the rider’s proper riding gear.  

 

I hesitate to include the next bit of information, but at no time should an impaired rider be 

Roby’s Ramblings 
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allowed to join any group ride.  Set a strict no-alcohol/no-impairing-drugs rule during ride 

time, especially for the lead or sweep riders. 

 

Communication and contingency plans also need to be an integral part of planning any group 

ride.  Hand signals/comms are commonly agreed upon signals (single file, hazard, slow, stop, 

fuel, food for hand signals).  Understanding how they may be passed (hand signals) through 

the group is also important. 

 

Regroup points should be pre-defines locations (intersections, gas stations, food and beverage 

stops), where the group will wait for separated riders and have a plan for mechanical adjust-

ments for those Harley Riders :-) 

 

Breaks to prevent fatigue (well planned if you choose to ride across the country with me…only 

1,000 miles per day) should be scheduled as regular stops for fuel, restroom, hydration, and 

rest to reduce fatigue and keep everyone focused.  Stretching your legs is a must to assure 

rider and passenger safety. 

 

If you choose to ride alone, you may want to consider “Law Tiger” at (888) 863 -7216 and ask 

for their free “rider benefit kit.”  

 

Understanding riding a motorcycle is a privilege and one 

that should not be taken lightly.  Spending time understand-

ing and improving your riding skills will enable a more en-

joyable and safer riding experience, assuring group rides to 

be a experience worth engaging. 

 

Note: The above information was extracted from 

“Perplexity,” MSF information, and other related motorcy-

cle articles. 

 

Kindest personal regards, 

     

          Chet 
 

 

Roby’s Ramblings 
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Rides/Events  

—————————— 

CenTex Riders Breakfast    14 Mar 2026 Black Rifle Coffee - HH 

CenTex Riders Gathering    24 Mar 2026 Golden Corral - Killeen 

Texas Wildflower Ride-In    26-28 Mar 2026  Kerrville/Fredericksburg 

CenTex Riders Lunch Ride   11 Apr 2026  The Feed Mill - Gatesville 

CenTex Riders Breakfast    25 Apr 2026  Black Rifle Coffee - HH 

CenTex Riders Gathering    28 Apr 2026  Golden Corral - Killeen 

ArkLaTex-O Multi-District Rally   30 Apr - 2 May 26 Hope, AR 

International Women’s Ride Day  2 May 2026  Horny Toad HD - Temple 

CenTex Riders Breakfast     9 May 2026  Black Rifle Coffee - HH 

CenTex Riders Breakfast    23 May 2026 Black Rifle Coffee - HH 

CenTex Riders Gathering    26 May 2026 Golden Corral - Killeen 

Missouri District Rally    28-30 May 2026 Branson MO 

CenTex Riders Breakfast    13 Jun 2026  Black Rifle Coffee - HH 

CenTex Riders Gathering    23 Jun 2026  Golden Corral - Killeen 

CenTex Riders Breakfast    27 Jun 2026  Black Rifle Coffee - HH 

CenTex Riders Breakfast    11 Jul 2026  Black Rifle Coffee - HH 

CenTex Riders Breakfast    25 Jul 2026  Black Rifle Coffee - HH 

CenTex Riders Gathering    28 Jul 2026  Golden Corral - Killeen 

CenTex Riders Breakfast     8 Aug 2026  Black Rifle Coffee - HH 

CenTex Riders Breakfast    22 Aug 2026 Black Rifle Coffee - HH 

CenTex Riders Gathering    25 Aug 2026 Golden Corral - Killeen 

2026 Eagle Wings Rendezvous   3-6 Sep 2026 Sharonville OH 

             Central Texas Riders (Chapter T) 

*Changes and new events are listed in Blue  
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Rides/Events  

             Central Texas Riders (Chapter T) 

*Changes and new events are listed in Blue  

CenTex Riders Breakfast    12 Sep 2026  Black Rifle Coffee - HH 

CenTex Riders Gathering    22 Sep 2026  Golden Corral - Killeen 

CenTex Riders Breakfast    26 Sep 2026  Black Rifle Coffee - HH 

CenTex Riders Breakfast    10 Oct 2026  Black Rifle Coffee - HH 

Texas District Fall Ride-In   15-17 Oct 2026  Marble Falls 

CenTex Riders Breakfast    24 Oct 2026  Black Rifle Coffee - HH 

CenTex Riders Gathering    27 Oct 2026  Golden Corral - Killeen 

CenTex Riders Gathering    24 Nov 2026 Golden Corral - Killeen 

CenTex Riders Holiday Party     5 Dec 2026  Location TBA 
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             Central Texas Riders (Chapter T) 

Eagle Wings Motorcycle Association References and Links 

EWMA National Website:  https://www.EWMA-World.org   

EWMA National Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/groups/eagle.wings.motorcycle.association 

Region B Website:       

Region B Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/648709793287460     

Texas District Website: https://www.gwrra-tx.org 

Texas District Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/736753967150486 

CenTex Riders Website:  https://www.CenTexRiders.org 

Chapter Team: 

Directors:  Gene & Quinta Harris 

Treasurers: Tim & Young Brooks  

Ride Coordinators:  Jim and Alvalin Woodul 

Safety/Rider Education:  Chet Roby 

Webmaster/Newsletter: Gene & Quinta Harris 

      Computer Solutions 

For your complete computer needs,  both hard-

ware and software, contact Dan at (254) 680-

2983. 

    4610 Teal Drive 

    Killeen, TX 76542-3783  

Support Our Sponsors — They Support Us! 

 

GroupSpot Membership Codes as of 10/22/2025 

  EWMA Region B: AR KS LA OK TX - 4PPb3 
  TX District - aWQ6k 
  T Killeen - 15rHu 
  R Lewisville - qjEfq (lower case Qs, not Gs) 
  O Austin - L7NXW 
  G2 Greenville - PWZBF 
  P Granbury - 43TJs 
  S.T.A.R. South TX Area Riders. Conroe - U0kd8 
  F Troop, Fort Smith Arkansas - xJ9UA 
  Motorcycle Parts and Accessories - 5aZA5 

Download the GroupSpot app: Go to the App 
Store (for Apple) or Google Play Store (for An-
droid) and search for "GroupSpot". 

1. Open and create an account: Once the app is 
downloaded, open it and follow the prompts to create 
a new account. 

2. Join a group: You can join a group in one of 
three ways: 

 Invite Link: Tap the link provided in an email or 

text message. 

 Invite Code: Tap the QR code icon on your home 

screen and enter the code. 

 QR Code: Scan a QR code provided by an exist-

ing member.  

https://apps.apple.com/id/app/groupspot/id1394371125
https://apps.apple.com/id/app/groupspot/id1394371125
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.kohort.app
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