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WingNut  

Chapter T awards this cov-

eted trophy each month.  If 

you are not riding, you are 

not winning. 

To Chet R. For his epic en-

counter with a cow pie while 

on the Three Twisted Sisters 

ride. 

Springfield, Missouri 

29 June—3 July 

Congratulations Chet! 
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Chapter Team: 

Directors:  Jose & Celest Soto 

Treasurers: Tim & Young Brooks  

Ride Coordinators:  

Membership Enhancement / Social Coordinators 

& Chapter of the Year Coordinators:   

Webmaster/Newsletter: Gene & Quinta Harris 

BIRTHDAYS 

    17 Jun      Carleen G 
    22 Jun      Lori W 
    13 Jul   Harriet F 
    23 Jul        Jeff H 

ANNIVERSARIES  

   28 Jun       Gene & Quinta H 

 
 

Participants in “Hot to Tot” Ride (Salado), 

12 Jun. 

Jose S, Lori W, Stephen H, Gary T, Gene & 

Quinta H, Jim & Theresa M (Chapter O) 

Our Chapter needs Ride Coordinator, and 

Membership Enhancement Officers. If 

you are willing to serve, or would like ad-

ditional information, please contact Jose. 
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Many readers of this article may remember Armydillo, Chapter – T’s mascot for multiple years.  The mystery 

surrounding Army’s arrival (his nickname respectfully coined by those of us who knew him), and his depar-

ture has been an on-going concern for this writer.  One’s inquisitive interest has peaked my appetite to fur-

ther investigate that which could be viewed as a missing person’s report; something 48-Hours may want to 

investigate…or not, as this becomes their call. 

 

Knowing the potential challenge in having 48-Hours investigate our buddy, “Army,” as previously stated this 

writer chose his own Private Investigator duties, during those arduous hours...or should I say hundreds of 

hours of investigative research only to find…well, here is the rest of the story. 

 

It all started around 2007…maybe earlier or maybe later…details are unimportant.  The night was dark, as are 

most nights in Texas, when the moon is not shining; but this night was even darker.  Probable due to the 

story occurring in a fictional setting, thus the creation of a dark night becomes part of the story line…but I 

digress. 

 

Yes, the night was dark, very dark.  There was a group of Chapter – T riders (4-bikes), on their GL1800’s, mak-

ing an evening trip to Dairy Queen in Marble Falls, Texas, when they heard what sounded like an injured 

youth.  Being Goldwingers, and focused on never leaving anyone behind, they safely parked their bikes on 

the shoulder of the road, and started a methodical approach in searching for and securing this injured youth. 

After an arduous investigative search, at least 90-seconds, this small convoy of riders identified an injured 

Armadillo on the side of the road, making the sound of an injured youth.  This elevated the approach as if a 

fellow rider had gone down. 

 

The First-Aid kits were quickly secured from two of the four bikes, as one of the riders immediately addressed 

the fallen victim to access the situation, thus assuring “the scene is  safe.”  This good Samaritan also had one 

of the riders place reflective safety signals to the West and East of the injured compadre, and asked if an AED 

was available on any of the bikes…there was silence, which lead this good Samaritan to assume the answer 

was no. 

(By the way, all names have been changed, altered, or removed, to protect the innocent) 

…back to the story… 

 

Not having an AED did not deter the good Samaritan from continuing the required first-aid duties.  The good 

thing is the subject (Armydillo) was coherent, and able respond to commands, as any good soldier would do.  

Although this was not odd, to the good Samaritan, a talking Armydillo, one of his riding comrades said, “Jim, 

don’t you find a talking Armydillo to be somewhat strange…,” to which Jim answered, “not at all…how am I to 

Armydillo… 
Who is he…? 

Where did he come from…? 

Where has he gone…? 
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identify the required first-aid applications if he doesn’t answer my questions.”  Now that made perfect sense, 

thus the other riders allowed Jim to continue the interrogative questioning, and assisted when required. 

 

After thoroughly reviewing the ABC’s of first-aid with Army, the details of his unfortunate accident, which 

could have been his demise had it not been for the effective actions of the Wingers (good Samaritans), the 

following details were identified. 

 

The Wingers found out Army was on his evening walk, as he did every evening.  However, this evening Army 

found himself on hard pavement (asphalt), in attempting to travel to the other side.  The darkness of night 

quickly became illuminated with light.  Having seen this type of illumination multiple times when on soft 

ground, Army did that which instinctively had kept him safe on multiple occasions (muscle memory kicked 

in), and jumped in the air in preparation for locking his well-honed feet deep into the depths of the earth.  

The challenge this time was the asphalt surface, which was hard…very hard pavement, versus previous ex-

periences.  Before Army could resort to plan “B,” he felt an impact that knocked him silly, with a force that 

had not previously been experienced.  Additionally, Army found himself rolling uncontrollably, to an unidenti-

fied/unfamiliar location, with excruciating pain in every inch of his physically challenged shell. 

 

Army was dazed and not aware of what happened or where he was; then he heard the soothing voice of his 

good Samaritan asking supportive questions and reassuring Army’s safety.  This comforting application of 

first-aid tactics kept everyone calm, and allowed the necessary first-aid applications to be administered. 

Note: The training from GWRRA, through the Levels program, allowed this event to end on a positive note. 

 

…oh, just to keep all parts of the store in check, plan “B,” noted above…you may have wondered what Army 

had as plan “B;” well, so did this writer, so Army was asked what was plan “B?”  Army laughed and said he 

had no idea…he was just planning on the fly and plan “B” sounded good, until the impact occurred. 

 

…I digress…now back to the story, as Army is not out of the woods. 

 

Calling 911 was not an option, as detailing the specifics of the victim would have been questioned.  There-

fore, one of the Goldwingers had a Trike, with the trailer attached, thus Armydillo was carefully loaded in the 

trailer, respectfully painted in red – white – blue, with USA and Texas flags providing the protective covering, 

as the trip back to Killeen, Texas, was made in full parade lights. 

 

Army made the trip successfully, and through tireless care from JXm and AXXXXn, Armydillo was nursed back 

to health and his full glory.  Army was given several acres to peruse nightly travels, with no worries of un-

wanted illumination.  Army always returned, each morning, only to rest for the next evenings scavenger 

hunt.  Army was in “dillo heaven” as his body continued to heal and Army’s strength was restored to 100%. 

Armydillo was also given the Purple Heart of valor for his selfless act in crossing unchartered territory.  Army 

wore the badge of honor with pride on every ride in which J & A traveled with him.  Army rode with pride 

and always added a level of comradery to all trips, with all who came in touch with him. 
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Armydillo and Chapter – T, were inseparable, to such a degree that Chapter – T adapted Armydillo, and gave 

him an honorary, life-time membership, and title of mascot emeritus of Chapter – T.  Armydillo’s new found 

leadership role was well received by all Chapter – T members, to suck a degree that other members assisted 

with the continued grooming of Army. 

 

Army was a friend and colleague to everyone within GWRRA, although he had competition with other 

GWRRA chapters.  This competitive nature persisted for many years, until the first quarter of 2020, at which 

time COVID-19 became a mystery to all countries, including the USA. 

 

Between March of 2020 and June of 2021, Armydillo’s presence became unclear.  Army is still anticipated to 

reside somewhere on Trimmer Road, but his whereabouts is unclear.  There was a focus on vaccinating Army-

dillo, due to his age, assuring his safety of COVID-19, but his MIA status prevents this option.  This is a “hole” 

in the hearts of Chapter – T, who has been morning Army’s unknown status for at least the length of time is 

has taken to read this story. 

 

Memorial services are not planned, as the optimistic vision of this writer is Army will come back to his family.  

Mascots always return home eventually…unless you have a Red Skin, as a mascot. 

 

This story has no ending, as many stories, just a reaffirmation of the importance of keeping current with your 

Levels, stay focused on keeping the rubber on the road, and never forget how Armydillo has been part of this 

chapter till…whenever. 

 

Kindest personal regards, 

R Chester (Chet) Roby 

GWRRA Number 174559 
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Rider Education 

Reprinted from Chapter T Newsletter article dated 02-26-09 

GWRRA is a Not-For-Profit 501(c) organization, which was established to extol educational values and vision 
shared by Jim Cole, who was preceded by Bill Kitchin, and Robert “Pete” Woodruff in 1987, throughout the 
organization. 

(Note: The following information has been extracted from GWRRA Rider Education Program Handbook, 
Eighth Edition, March 2004, with the various sections noted, as well.) 

The GWRRA Rider Education Levels Program is intended to make the motorcycle environment safer by re-
ducing injuries and fatalities by increasing motorcyclist skills and awareness through education and training.  
The Rider Education Levels Program does not propose to have all the answers.  However, our close-working 
relationship with the Motorcycle Safety Foundation (MSF) as well as additional GWRRA programs and stud-
ies, has provided a wealth of information, for use in establishing a comprehensive Rider Education Levels 
Program.  Through Commitment, Education, and Preparedness we can reduce our accident rate signifi-
cantly.  Thus we do our part to aid in Member Retention.  (C.1 Purpose) 

GWRRA’s REP Slogan is “Safety Is For Life”…their mission is “To Save Lives Through Quality, World Class 
Education.” 

Level I: Safe Miles – Safety by Commitment 

Level 1 of the Rider Education Levels Program represents the commitment of the Rider and/or the Co-Rider 
to practice and encourage safe motorcycle operation whenever they operate their motorcycle. 

Safety begins as a state of mind that can only be attained through total commitment.  Every successful ac-
complishment begins with a commitment to reach the intended objective. 

Though there is no mileage requirement to enter Level I, the commitment to safe riding is indicated by the 
accumulation, since joining GWRRA, of accident free miles. 

Requirements – Level I: 

Must be a current membership with GWRRA and the expressed commitment of the Rider and/or Co-Rider to 
strive for and practice safe riding.  (Complete application form N.7 along with the appropriate fee, $6.00 for 
each registrant. 

Insignia – Level I: 

 The round “Safe Miles” patch, Rider or Co-Rider rocker and the 1st Safe Miles pin. 

The black and gold version of the patches and rockers are available for an additional $1.00, for the set. 

Renewal – Level I: 

 There is no renewal for this level.  Once a member becomes a participant they remain as an active Level I 
as long as they are members or until they progress to higher levels. 

Updated Safe Miles pins and rockers are available by submitting the REPLA for with $2.00. 

Level II: Tour Rider (Safety by Education) 

Level II of the RELP represents the continuing commitment of the Rider and/or Co-Rider to be safer motorcy-
clists by completing approved motorcycle training at regular intervals in order to build and maintain opti-
mum riding skills and awareness. 

GWRRA has chosen several educational training programs for the Riders and Co-Riders such as: 
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BRC – ERC – MSF Dirt Bike Course. 

GWRRA says to connect with the experts for on bike training.  Completing courses provides the foundation 
and skills for your quest to be a safer motorcycle rider.  All recognized programs are taught by qualified and 
certified instructors.  For the Co-Rider, GWRRA has provided an excellent seminar program and many areas 
(including GWRRA) offer participation in “Two Up” rider course programs to assist in their role in the safety 
aspect of motorcycle riding. 

Remember, motorcycle education goes “hand-in-hand” with commitment.  This is when a Rider Education 
Levels Program participant truly begins to understand what the Level I commitment means and realizes the 
value in the program. 

Rider Requirement – Level II: 

 Be a current GWRRA member 

 Be enrolled in Level I of the RELP and have 5,000 safe miles. 

 Have a current motorcycle license endorsement as required in the member’s home state. 

Submit a completed REPLA form (N.7), along with the appropriate fee, $5.00 to the Chapter’s Rider Educator. 

Co-Rider Requirement – Level II: 

 Be a current GWRRA member 

 Be enrolled in Level I of the RELP and have 5,000 safe miles. 

 Have completed an approved Two-Up Rider course or GWRRA Co-Rider seminar within the part three 
years. 

Submit a completed REPLA form (N.7), along with the appropriate fee, $5.00 to the Chapter’s Rider Educator. 

Insignia – Level II: 

Rider (or Co-Rider) Education “triangle” patch.  (The black and gold version of the patches and rockers are 
available for an additional $1.00, for the set.) 

Renewal: - Level II: 

 There is no renewal…just updating the REP Levels Data form and forwarding the necessary monetary 
commitment. 

Submit a completed Level II updated form along with the required validating documents (completion cards) 
and updating fee for each participant (for Level II only) to the Chapter Educator. 

Level III: Certified Tour Rider (Safety by Preparedness) 

Level III represents the commitment of the Rider and/or Co-Rider to be prepared in the event of an accident 
to give aid and possibly save lives.  This is achieved by becoming knowledgeable in First Aid or CPR through 
training and by carrying a first aid kit on their motorcycle at all times. 

Rider/Co-Rider Requirements – Level III: 

 Be a current GWRRA member 

 Be enrolled and current in Level II of the RELP (Rider Education Levels Program) 

Submit a completed REPL application form (N.7), along with the appropriate fee of $4.00, to the chapter’s RE 

Insignia – Level III: 

 Certified Tour Rider or Certified Co-Rider rectangular patch to display above the Level II patch. 
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The black and gold version of the patches and rockers are available for an additional $1.00 

Renewal: - Level III: 

 There is no renewal…just updating the REP Levels Data form and forwarding the necessary monetary 
commitment. 

Submit a completed Level III updated form along with the required validating documents (completion cards) 
and updating fee for each participant (for Level III only) to the Chapter Educator. 

Level IV: Master Tour Rider (Safety by Enhanced Commitment and Preparedness) 

Level IV is the most prestigious level within the Rider Education Levels Program and is referred to as Master 
Tour Rider/Co-Rider.  It represents the highest level of commitment by the Rider and/or Co-Rider toward safe 
riding and preparedness.  This commitment is shown by a demonstrated history of safe miles, continuing 
education, and current certification in both First Aid and CPR. 

Level IV comprises a group of individuals who are ambassadors to the members in all levels of the GWRRA. 

Rider Requirements – Level IV: 

 Be a current GWRRA member 

 Be a participant in Level III of RELP and have been current in Level III for at least one full year 

 Have ridden a minimum of 25,000 safe miles 

 Be current in both First Aid and CPR certifications 

 Wear proper riding apparel at all times while riding 

Submit a completed Master Tour Rider/Co-Rider Application Form (N.9) with written recommendation from 
the Chapter Educator or other validating GWRRA Officer, along with the appropriate fee, $35.00, checks 
made out to “GWRRA Masters Program” and sent to the Texas District Educator. 

Co-Rider Requirements – Level IV: 

 Be a current GWRRA member 

 Be a participant in Level III of RELP and have been current in Level III for at least one full year 

 Have ridden a minimum of 25,000 safe miles 

 Be current in both First Aid and CPR certifications 

 Wear proper riding apparel at all times while riding 

Submit a completed Master Tour Rider/Co-Rider Application Form (N.9) with written recommendation from 
the Chapter Educator or other validating GWRRA Officer, along with the appropriate fee, $35.00, checks 
made out to “GWRRA Masters Program” and sent to the Texas District Educator. 

Insignia – Level IV: 

 An individually numbered triangular Master Tour Rider patch with dark blue border. 

 The Master Tour Rider patch in black and gold is available from GWRRA for $43.00. 

Arrangements can be made to have the Master number embroidered on this patch as well, with interested 
members needing to contact GWRRA Member Services if they with to purchase the black and gold patch. 

Renewal: - Level IV 

 There is no renewal…just updating the REP Levels Data form and forwarding the necessary monetary 
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commitment. 

Submit a completed Level IV updated form along with the required validating documents (completion cards) 
and updating fee for each participant (for Level IV only) to the Chapter Educator 

Master Recognition Program: 

Master Tour Riders (Level IV Riders and Co-Riders) have been active in the program and continuous updating 
Level IV for 5, 10, 15 years or more. 

Senior Master: 

Those members meeting a minimum 5 years of active participation and continuous updating of Level IV, plus 
are current members. 

Grand Master: 

Those members meeting a minimum 10 years of active participation and continuous updating of Level IV, 
plus are current members. 

Life Grand Master: 

Those members meeting a minimum 15 years of active participation and continuous updating of Level IV, 
plus are current members. 

Additional information: 

All checks should be made out to “GWRRA Texas Rider Education” only.  No cash through the mail and no 
checks made out to any officer, only GWRRA Texas Rider Education. 

Do Not send Level I, II, III, IV applications forms to Phoenix, as the forms should be returned to Chapter T’s 
Rider Educator. 

Rider Education recognizes mileage accomplishments through programs, as well; Safe Miles Program and the 
High Mileage Program. 

 

The Safe Miles Program: 

Safe Miles is a part of the RELP and is defined as the number of accident free miles driven on your motorcycle 
since joining GWRRA.  Miles accumulated prior to becoming a member are not eligible under Safe Miles.  If/
when an accident occurs, the participant in the Safe Miles Program reverts to “0” Safe Miles. 

Note: “An accident is defined as any incident that results in reportable property damage or personal injury 
during the operation or use of a motorcycle.  Reportable includes, but is not limited to, any law enforcement 
accident report or insurance claim that was filed as a result of the incident.” (C.2.1) 

Application for Safe Miles is accomplished by submitting the REPL application form N.7, plus $2.00 for each 
rocker or pin per applicant to the Chapter Educator. 

Safe Miles Pins are available in 5,000-mile increments through 95,000 miles.  At 100,000 safe miles (or addi-
tional increments of 100,000 safe miles) a rocker patch is available.  Thus at 105,000 safe miles the Member 
applies for both a rocker and a pin. 

The High Mileage Program: 

The High Mileage Program is separate from and not a part of the RELP.  This program is provided for those 
who wish to display their total mileage ridden on all motorcycles.  All members may participate in this pro-
gram.  The mileage applied for includes all miles ridden on any brand of motorcycle, both prior to and after 
becoming a GWRRA member.  Accidents do not affect these miles. 
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The minimum required mileage is 50,000 miles.  Initially, with the first 50,000 miles, the applicant will receive 
a High Mileage Pin and a 50,00 Mile Hanger Bar.  Additional Mileage Bars are available thereafter in 50,000-
mile increments as additional miles are accumulated. 

Application for the participation in the High Mileage Program is accomplished by submitting the REPLA (Rider 
Education Program Levels Application Form - N.7).  The cost of participation is the High Mileage Program is 
$5.00 for the first 50,000 miles (includes the head pin and first hanger bar) and $2.00 for each additional 
50,000 mile hanger bar. 

There is a great deal of detail above, hopefully not having added confusion to the level advancements or 
available rider education programs.  The intent of the REP is to increase rider knowledge, increase rider 
safety skills, prevent accidents, reduce injuries, reduce fatalities, and enhance the enjoyment of motorcycle 
riding.  The Rider Education Program is also intended to improve the general public’s image of motorcyclists. 

My purpose, as the chapter’s Rider Educator, is to assist in areas that allow you to achieve the rider educa-
tion level advancement.  Please do not hesitate to contact me, with questions or concerns. 

 

Kindest regards, 
R. Chester (Chet) Roby 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

NOTE: The Chapter Educator positions no longer exist, but Chet is willing to assist any mem-
ber in pursuing Levels. 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

Jim & Alvalin W, and Gene & Quinta H, attended Chapter O’s monthly gathering on 19 June in Hutto. 

Had a great time visiting with friends we hadn’t seen in over a year, and an excellent lunch 

(Southside Market and Barbeque). 
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           Mark your Calendars 

June 2021 

12 Jun - Second Saturday Ride - Hot to Tot, Salado, TX 
17 - 19 Jun - Ohio District Rally, Wooster, OH   
22 Jun - Chapter T Gathering - Henderson’s Restaurant, Killeen, TX 

29 Jun - 3 Jul - Wing Ding 42, Springfield, MO  

July 2021 

10 Jul - Second Saturday Ride - Open Date  
15 - 17 Jul - West Virginia District Rally, Summersville, WV 
23 - 24 Jul - Minnesota/North Dakota District Rally, Winona, MN 

27 Jul - Chapter T Gathering - Henderson’s Restaurant, Killeen, TX 

August 2021 

5 - 7 Aug - Illinois District Rally, Rock Falls, IL 
14 Aug - Second Saturday Ride - Open Date  
13 - 15 Aug - Idaho District Rally, Kamiah, ID 
19 - 21 Aug - Michigan District Rally, St.Louis, MI 
19 - 21 Aug - Kentucky District Rally, Lawrenceburg, KY 
19 - 22 Aug - New York District Rally, Cortland, NY  
24 Aug - Chapter T Gathering - Henderson’s Restaurant, Killeen, TX 

27 - 28 Aug - Minn/Iowa/Wisc/Illinois/North Dakota Districts Ride-In, Dubuque, IA 

September 2021 

11 Sep - Second Saturday Ride - Open Date  
16 - 18 Sep - Georgia District Ride-In, Dillard, GA 
16 - 18 Sep - Oklahoma District Rally, Muscogee, OK 
23 - 24 Sep - Iowa District Rally, Fairfield, IA 
28 Sep - Chapter T Gathering - Henderson’s Restaurant, Killeen, TX 

30 Sep - 2 Oct - Alabama District Rally, Eufala, AL 

October 2021 

9 Oct - Second Saturday Ride - Open Date  

26 Oct - Chapter T Gathering - Henderson's Restaurant, Killeen, TX  

November 2021 

13 Nov - Second Saturday Ride - Open Date 

23 Nov - Chapter T Gathering - Henderson's Restaurant, Killeen, TX   

December 2021 

11 Dec - Second Saturday Ride - Open Date  
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      Computer Solutions 

For your complete computer needs,  both hardware 

and software, contact Dan at (254) 680-2983. 

    4610 Teal Drive 

    Killeen, TX 76542-3783  

Half Price storage to ALL GWRRA Members! 

254-634-8816  

Support Our Sponsors — They Support Us! 


