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Good evening Central Texas Riders, 

  My thanks to all who 
were able to participate in 
our joint ride with Chap-
ter O through the Bal-
cones Canyonlands, and 
lunch at the River City 
Grille in Marble Falls on 
22 June. There was 150 
miles of good twisty roads 
with nice views, great 
weather, a delicious 
lunch, and wonderful 
friends to enjoy it with. Cow Creek Rd has had some good 
surfacing work, and is in the best shape in several years. Rid-
ers were Kent and Sue, Chet, Jose and grandson Daniel, Jim 
and Dee-Dee Evans, Jim and Teresa McMillan, Claire and Al, 
Steven, and Gene.   

 

 

 

 

 

  Ride Often/Ride Safe 
Gene & Quinta 

BIRTHDAYS        

        17 Jun Carleen G 
        17 Jun  Terry B 
        22 Jun  Lori W 
        25 Aug Jeannie K 

ANNIVERSARIES        

     28 Jun Gene & Quinta 

 “When I’m riding my motorcy-
cle, I’m glad to be alive. When I 
stop riding my motorcycle, I’m 
glad to be alive.” 

– Neil Peart 
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Roby’s Ramblings 
By: Chet Roby 

Have you ever had the opportunity to test ride a vehicle…car – truck – race car – motorcycle, etc? 

I have had the privilege of leading test rides for various manufactures of motorcycles, plus being a participant 

in the events.  This treat is an opportunity to experience various 2, 3, and 4 wheeled vehicles in an unob-

structed area, which, for the most part, is controlled. 

The various rides allow one to determine the comfort of the vehicle involved, the characteristics or possibili-

ties of the ride, the nuances of the ride, the agility of the ride, and many other functions which may be new 

to the industry. 

The paperwork which you are required to sign prior to the ride is like that prior to any medical procedure at a 

hospital.  You basically have signed (waved) all rights if “stupid” becomes the mantra of the day, for you.  Ad-

ditionally, you follow the leader on your iron horse, as if you were taking a trail ride on trained 4-legged 

horses.  If the lead bike chooses to crawl, well, guess what, your friction zone control is put into good use. 

Note: Remember, no throttle revving. 

Well, I had the privilege extended to me to ride a chapter member’s trike. 

First off, I consider it an honor to be entrusted to ride someone’s personal motorcycle/Trike.  Second, I am 

humbled to know the owner has enough confidence in my riding skill set to extend the liberty and freedom in 

riding his ride. 

The important thing to remem-

ber is most accidents with sea-

soned riders occurs withing 6-

months after they have pur-

chased or chosen to ride a dif-

ferent motorcycle.  This is be-

cause the person had chosen 

not to familiarize him or herself 

with the uniqueness of the ride.  

The friction zone is different, 

the braking is different, the 

steering is different, the han-

dling is different…the ride is 

different.  The most embarrass-

ing act of any “seasoned rider” 

is to jump on a new motorcycle, just to stall the bike/Trike, because he or she did not take the time to discern 

friction zone control. 

Note: I am happy to say this did not happen to me, in front of the owner of the Trike I was entrusted to ride. 

Getting a feel for how the bike handles at low, medium, and higher speeds is also very important.  Under-
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standing the braking distance of the bike is critical.  Although one may have great threshold braking skills on 

his or her ride, this does not translate into mirrored braking skills on the new ride.  Taking the time to under-

stand the brakes, both front and rear, and understanding stopping distant requirements becomes just as im-

portant as understanding the friction zone and managing accordingly. 

Listening for noises that may pose a mechanical challenge is also important in the new ride.  We may have a 

comfort level with various noises on our ride, but that does not translate into an “all clear” for the new ride.  

Spending the time to T-CLOCK the ride at one’s earliest destination is also important and can aid in prevent-

ing potential challenges. 

I mentioned understanding handling at various speeds, including highway speeds.  Also, traffic conditions can 

impact the ride, at higher speeds, as wind resistance comes into play when you are around semis or being 

passed by larger vehicles. 

Becoming familiar with the location of the controls becomes important, especially if traffic is heavy.  Taking 

the time to familiarize oneself with the controls, without looking at the controls must occur in a safe location, 

in stationary position thus assuring safety is tops, in the list of priorities, versus learning on the “fly.” 

If the owner of the vehicle provides specifics for the ride, those requests must be carried out, but in a safe 

manner.  Providing details of one’s points-of-destination prior to departure is a courtesy that should be ex-

tended.  This establishes specifics of the expected ride, plus assures the expectation of the ride is fulfilled. 

Getting familiar with the ride, spending the time learning how the ride acts and reacts, taking the time to T-

CLOCK the ride, assuring control locations, and aligning the required safety gear and sundry items, with the 

expected points of interest collectively benefits a safe, maintenance free and potentially accident-free ride.  

Now put into use those skill sets that allowed you to become the consummate professional and victory is just 

around the corner, once the ride has been safely returned, with the expected results accomplished. 

Always ride, as if your life depended on safety, keep the rubber side down, and be sure to dress for the slide, 

not the ride. 

Have a great day. 

Kindest personal regards to my chapter family. 

 

 

Chet Roby (AKA Rambling Roby) 

EWMA Number 1093 

Former GWRRA Number 174559 

Former Life Grand Master Number 6226 
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Rides/Events  

Lunch Ride with Capital Wings   22 Jun 2024  River City Grille in  

          Marble Falls 

EWMA International Ride-In   21 – 22 Jun 2024 Loveland, CO 

CenTex Riders Gathering    25 Jun 2024  Golden Corral – Killeen 

Alabama District Rally (50’s Sock Hop) 27 – 29 Jun 2024 Sheffield, AL 

Region F & West Virginia Ride-In  11 - 15 Jul 2024 Summersville, WV 

Christmas in July Toy Run   13 Jul 2024  Cycle Gear, Killeen 

CenTex Riders Gathering    23 Jul 2024  Golden Corral – Killeen 

Montana District Rally    25 - 27 Jul 2024  Laurel, MT 

Sturgis Motorcycle Rally    2 – 11 Aug 2024 Sturgis, SD 

CenTex Riders Gathering    27 Aug 2024 Golden Corral – Killeen 

EWMA Rendezvous    29 – 31 Aug 2024 Green Bay, WI 

North Carolina District Rally   20 - 21 Sep 2024 Brown Summit, NC 

CenTex Riders Gathering    24 Sep 2024  Golden Corral – Killeen 

Texas District Ride-In (tentative)  26-28 Sep 2024 Longview, TX 

National Motorcycle Ride Day   12 Oct 2024 

Mississippi District Rally    24 -  26 Oct 2024 Biloxi, MS  

CenTex Riders Gathering    22 Oct 2024  Golden Corral – Killeen 

CenTex Riders Gathering    26 Nov 2024 Golden Corral – Killeen 

CenTex Riders Holiday Party   6 Dec 2024  TBA 

 

 

             Central Texas Riders (Chapter T) 

*Changes and new events are listed in Blue  
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             Central Texas Riders (Chapter T) 

Eagle Wings Motorcycle Association References and Links 

EWMA National Website:  https://www.EWMA-World.org   

EWMA National Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/groups/eagle.wings.motorcycle.association 

Region B Website:       

Region B Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/648709793287460     

Texas District Website: https://www.gwrra-tx.org/ 

Texas District Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/736753967150486 

CenTex Riders Website:  https://www.CenTexRiders.org 

Chapter Team: 

Directors:  Gene & Quinta Harris 

Treasurers: Tim & Young Brooks  

Ride Coordinators:  Jim and Alvalin Woodul 

Safety/Rider Education:  Chet Roby 

Webmaster/Newsletter: Gene & Quinta Harris 

      Computer Solutions 

For your complete computer needs,  both 

hardware and software, contact Dan at (254) 

680-2983. 

Support Our Sponsors ñ They Support Us!  


