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Chapter Directors’ Notes 

Hello Central Texas Riders, 

Gene, Chet, Jeff, Todd, and Kent had breakfast at Black Rifle 
Coffee on 5 July. We were joined by a prospective new mem-
ber, Don Nunamaker. Our follow-on ride was cancelled due 
to thunderstorms. 

On 12 July we rode to The Gin at Nolan Creek in Belton. 
Gene, Chet, Todd, Don, and Steven from Chapter O rode. 
Kent and Sue rode their trike and met us there, and Jeff and 
Sheri drove their car. 

Chapter O’s July gathering was on 19 July at Kreuz Market in 
Lockhart. Gene, Chet, Kent and Sue, and Don rode to Austin 
to link up and participate in their ride, lunch, and meeting. 
Region B Directors Lyle and Sheri Altes swore in Jim and Dee-
Dee Evans as the new Texas District Directors, and Hugo Vas 
as the new Capitol Wings Chapter Director. 

The 2025 EWMA Rendezvous is looking good. 28-30 Aug in 
Fort Smith AR (430 miles from Killeen). There at eight great 
led group rides, all planned by our previous Chapter Direc-
tor, LeRoy Douglas. Ride maps and sign-up sheets are avail-
able online at EWMA-World.org. The two primary hotels are 
booked up, but there is lots of other good lodging available 
nearby.  

The Texas District 2025 Fall Ride-In is 9-11 Oct 2025 at La 
Quinta in Marble Falls. It’s only 65 miles from Killeen. Re-
serve your rooms now before they are gone. 

Ride Often/Ride Safe 
Gene & Quinta 

BIRTHDAYS       

          1 Aug Gary T 
        25 Aug Jennie K 

ANNIVERSARIES        

                 None 
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Central Texas Flooding—Ways to Help 

Austin Disaster Relief Network (ADRN) (from Hugo Vas, Capitol Wings Chapter Director) 

 Visit ADRN.org to donate online 

 Drop off Visa or Walmart gift cards (in $25 increments) 

 Purchase needed items from their Amazon Wish List (items ship directly to ADRN) 

 Sign up to volunteer in person 

 Or, volunteer from home by helping with their call center—flexible to your schedule 

From Ride Texas Magazine, Volume 7, Issue 8 | July 18, 2025  

 Motorcycle riders in Texas are responding to the tragedy in the Hill Country with the generosity that Bikers are known for. 

 The Historic Leakey Inn and The Back Porch Bar held a fundraiser last weekend, raising $81,000 for the rebuilding of The 

  Hunt Store. 

 Ride with Naeem, a vlogger, is organizing a ride to raise funds for the United Way Building Fund, to provide building  

  materials for Hill Country residents. The details are being finalized and RIDE TEXAS will keep you posted. Over 

  $10,000 has already been pledged. 

 Fredericksburg Food & Wine Festival’s Summer Preview Week is donating 100% of the proceeds from all nine  

  Preview Week events to the Kerr County Flood Relief Fund. 

 George Strait and Vaqueros del Mar announce “Strait to the Heart” - a benefit for Hill Country flood victims to help those 

  impacted by the floods with a fundraising event in Boerne, Texas, on July 27. For Tickets, please   

  email Vaquerosdm@gmail.com 

 The Harley Dealers of Texas have truly shown support for the relief effort! The Harley-Davidson Foundation is donating 

  $50,000 to the American Red Cross Disaster Relief in response to the floods in Texas. 

 San Jacinto Harley is having a Flood Relief Benefit this Saturday. They're donating $500 for every new Harley sold on 

  Saturday. They are also having a bike wash and burger cookout. 

 Texas Harley-Davidson and all the dealerships of the Navigant Motor Group, including Texoma, Roughneck, Lumberjack 

  Texarkana, and Harley-Davidson of Waco, will donate 10% of the proceeds from Motorclothes sales to relief  

  efforts. See the stores for details on future events. 

 Benefit Ride for Flood Relief in Llano, August 3 

 Bend General Store Benefit Ride meet up at Texana Wellness in Fresh Park for coffee and Mythic Barbecue bbq tacos  

  10-12- with a 12:30 start for a ride through Llano up to Bend General Store to support them and the community 

  with live music 2-6. Grab a friend and bring your motorcycle. 

 Honda Motorcycles & ATVs contributed $1 million to the American Red Cross's Annual Disaster Giving Program in  

  response to the flooding in Texas. 

 L.A.M.A. Austin Members are volunteering for flood cleanup, and collaborating with Central Texas Harley-Davidson for 

  personal hygiene items, clothing, etc., to help flood victims 

 Polaris mobilizes relief for Texas: vehicles and funds 

 Republic Harley-Davidson in Stafford Collecting donations to support flood victims: clothing, food, toiletries, etc. 

 Simpson Motorcycle Helmets of New Braufels is accepting in-store monetary donations for the Kerr County Flood Relief 

  Fund 

 Thin Blue Line Motorcycle Club supply drive for flood aid St. Landry Parish, Louisiana 

 

H-E-B Grocery Company, LP. H-E-B Grocery originated in Kerrville. The Company, and the owners, the Butts family, have donated 

over $5,000,000 to the ongoing aid and relief 

efforts. In addition, all H-E-B stores are accepting 

flood aid donations at all checkout lines. 100% of 

donations go to Non-profit aid groups for Central 

Texas flood relief operations. 
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Roby’s Ramblings 
Newsletter Article for Central Texas Riders (Chapter T) 

June 24, 2025 

Written by Chet Roby (AKA Roby’s Ramblings) 

EWMA Number 1093 

Former GWRRA Number 174559 

Former Life Grand Master Number 6226 

 

Today’s “Roby’s Rambling” is a topic that had been presented on several occasions by 

out own, Gene Harris.  The information was succinct, factual, and documented from 

accurate sources.  I have chosen to add some “color commentary” to the topic of Lane 

Splitting and add additional information regarding Lane Filtering, Lane Sharing, and Shoulder Surfing.  

I apologize, in advance, for the length of this article, but the detailed information is definitely something all good motor-

cyclists would choose to review and understand, as it relates to safety on the roadway. 

Lane splitting—when a motorcyclist rides between lanes of slow-moving or stopped traffic—is a hot topic in the riding 

world. It’s legal only in California, where it’s defined and regulated under state law. California recommends that riders 

split lanes only when traffic is slow and to keep their speed within 10 mph of surrounding vehicles.   

Note: This is rarely the case in California of motorcyclists’ lane splitting, as 60% of Californians do not understand the 

laws governing lane splitting or lane filtering. 

Oregon has documented 80% of the driving/riding population do not support lane filtering (2/3rd state it is unsafe…1% 

confirm lane filtering is safe. 

Minnesota has included funding for an awareness campaign supporting lane splitting and lane filtering, stating it saves 

time.  The challenge is less than 10% of the vehicles are 2-wheeled. 

UC Berkley did a study on lane filtering/lane splitting for safety, as it relates to rear end collisions, with the results show-

ing crashes doubled without lane filtering/lane splitting on motorcyclists.  The study also showed that there were 16% 

crashes of motorcyclists without lane splitting/lane filtering and 38% crashes with lane splitting/lane filtering. 

A few other states like Arizona, Utah, and Montana allow limited forms of lane filtering (a similar practice, usually at 

lower speeds or when traffic is stopped), but most states either prohibit it outright or don’t address it at all. In Texas, 

where you are, lane splitting is currently illegal, and riders can be ticketed for doing it. 

That said, there’s growing interest in legalizing it more broadly, especially since studies suggest it can reduce rear-end 

collisions and ease congestion when done safely. 

Curious about the safety tips or how public opinion is shifting on this? I’ve got more; let’s dig deeper.  ️  

Motorcycle lane splitting is the practice of riding a motorbike between two lanes of traffic traveling in the same direc-

tion. While this practice is controversial, it has become popular among motorcyclists in recent years as a strategy to 
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minimize traffic congestion and enhance overall traffic flow. Nonetheless, lane splitting may be dangerous, especially if 

motorcycle riders are not cautious or other cars must be aware of their presence. In this post, we will look at the rules 

and regulations governing lane splitting into several states and the advantages, hazards, and best practices involved with 

this activity. In addition, we will address the future of lane splitting and the possibility of other states legalizing the prac-

tice. Whether you are a seasoned biker or simply curious about the practice of lane splitting, this article will give you 

vital facts and insights into this contentious issue. 

WHAT IS MOTORCYCLE LANE SPLITTING? 

THE LEGAL DEFINITION OF LANE SPLITTING 

Lane splitting is a riding technique where a motorcyclist rides between rows of stopped or moving vehicles in the same 

lane. This technique is officially recognized as legal only in the state of California. According to California’s AB-51, 

lane splitting is defined as “a motorcycle ridden between rows of stopped or moving vehicles in the same lane including 

on both divided and undivided streets, roads, or highways.”  

THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN LANE FILTERING, LANE SHARING, AND LANE SPLITTING 

It’s important to note that this definition only applies to California, and the term “lane splitting” has different definitions 

in other states. 

Lane Filtering 

The term “lane filtering” is used to refer to a motorcycle picking its way through slow-moving or stationary traffic, such 

as at a stoplight. 

Lane Sharing  

Lane sharing covers two riders in the same lane, either side by side or in a staggered formation.  

Lane Splitting 

Lane splitting, also known as “white lining,” refers to a motorcyclist weaving between moving traffic at a higher speed, 

usually staying predominantly on the lane dividing line. However, it’s worth noting that this type of riding is considered 

bad practice and is not endorsed by responsible motorcyclists. 

As a general rule of thumb, safe and responsible riding practices are essential when it comes to lane splitting, filtering, 

and sharing. It’s important to follow the laws and regulations in your state, wear appropriate safety gear, and maintain a 

safe speed and distance from other vehicles. More importantly, if you don’t feel confident enough to lane split, then you 

don’t have to. Always prioritize your safety and the safety of others on the road. 

BENEFITS AND RISKS OF MOTORCYCLE LANE-SPLITTING 

Lane-splitting sparks a divided debate, with proponents highlighting its potential to safely reduce traffic congestion and 

enhance traffic flow, particularly for motorcyclists aiming to avoid rear-end accidents in slow-moving traffic. Supporters 

argue that responsible lane splitting can improve traffic conditions for all. 

Roby’s Ramblings 
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Conversely, opponents view lane splitting as risky, endangering both motorcyclists and other road users due to the high 

skill and concentration required and the potential for road rage incidents. This safety controversy is ongoing, with vary-

ing study outcomes. Ultimately, the decision to lane split should depend on the law, the rider’s skills and experience, 

responsible practices (including wearing appropriate safety gear, and maintaining safe speeds and distances), and vigi-

lance for potential road hazards. 

CAN MOTORCYCLES SPLIT LANES IN AMERICA? 

Only one state in the United States has expressly permitted lane splitting, and that’s California. Yet, there are numerous 

states where the legality of lane splitting has yet to be officially defined. 

It’s worth emphasizing that even in places where lane splitting isn’t technically prohibited, it’s up to the Highway Patrol 

to judge if your behavior is dangerous. This implies you might still obtain a lane-splitting ticket even though your state 

has no statute against it. 

STATE-BY-STATE LAWS ON MOTORCYCLE LANE-SPLITTING 

How many states allow lane splitting? We have done some research to find out the legal aspects of motorcycle lane split-

ting in each state.  I have chosen to list two states…California and Texas, although all 50 states can be researched on 

your own, if you desire. 

California: 

California legalized and regulated lane splitting in 2016, defining it as the practice of a motorcycle “riding between rows 

of stopped or moving vehicles in the same lane.” The state’s guidelines recommend that lane splitting should be done at 

no more than ten mph above the speed of surrounding traffic and only when it is safe. 

Texas: 

Texas is considering House Bill 879, which would legalize and regulate lane splitting. If passed, it would permit motor-

cycles to move between lanes of stopped or slow-moving traffic at no more than 25 mph. 

IS MOTORCYCLE LANE SPLITTING SAFE? SAFETY GUIDELINES 

CHP’s Motorcycle Safety Program 

¶ Motorcycles should travel no more than 10 mph faster than their passing traffic. 

¶ Lane splitting should be avoided when traffic is moving at 30 mph or faster to allow for better reaction time.  

¶ Lane splitting improves rider safety by reducing exposure to rear-end collisions and eases traffic congestion. 

¶ The safest lanes to split are between lanes one and two, the far-left lanes. 

¶ Rightmost lanes experience more traffic movement due to on-ramps and exits, making them riskier for lane split-

ting. 

¶ Riding in the far left lanes allows clear sight over most vehicles, providing a better view of traffic flow ahead.  

Roby’s Ramblings 
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¶ When encountering a rider splitting a lane to your right, you should ease back and not ride parallel to them, pre-

venting potential traffic conflicts. 

¶ Lane splitting might appear daunting to inexperienced riders, and it’s important to assess whether you can safely 

fit through a gap before attempting. 

¶ When two long vehicles are running parallel, waiting for them to reposition before attempting to split the lane is 

recommended to avoid being trapped. 

¶ Consider the width of your motorcycle from the front, including wide bars, fairing, panniers, forwards, or engine 

bars. 

¶ Add two extra feet on each side for vehicle wing mirrors and lateral bike movement, considering potential buf-

feting or raised line markings in tight spaces. 

THE FOUR RôS 

Whenever the subject of lane splitting is up for discussion, you should abide by the four R’s. 

¶ Reasonable: Be reasonable with your speed. If you’re weaving too fast through lanes, you’re putting yourself 

and others in danger. 

¶ Responsible: You are solely responsible for your safety, so make sure your decisions and actions convey this, as 

it also affects the people that surround you. 

¶ Respectful: Mind other road users. Safely acknowledge someone who gives you extra room prior to lane split-

ting. Remember, although you may be legally allowed to split, other road users aren’t legally obliged to make 

space for you. 

¶ Roadways: Beware of roadways for when it is combined with traffic, it can equate to potential danger. You 

need to be super aware of poor and uneven surfaces, wide vehicles, inattentive drivers, and poor weather 

while riding in heavy traffic. 

It therefore stands to reason that it’s important to stay focused at all times in order to respond to any potential dangers. 

Remember to stay alert, be sensible, and if it feels wrong, ease back. 

DOôS AND DONôTS OF LANE SPLITTING 

We’d like to preface this section with the notion that we encourage you to always abide by the laws of the road in your 

respective State. 

¶ DONôT make drivers over-react. If you ride too fast, all they’re going to see is something flash-by in their pe-

ripheral vision. 

¶ DO stay in a gear that keeps the revs low. Both of these actions may cause a distracted driver to swerve.  

¶ DONôT be physically prepared without being mentally prepared for riding between traffic. Yes, your survival 

instinct needs to be fully alert, but do ride with a positive, mental attitude. 

Roby’s Ramblings 
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¶ DO be aware of splitting in wet conditions. Riding on painted lines reduces grip when it rains. 

¶ DONôT think that the law protects you from riding badly. Bill AB-51/21658.1 makes the physical act of lane 

splitting legal under set circumstances and CVC 22400 makes it illegal for drivers to block or impede a motorcy-

clist. These facts, however, don’t preclude anyone from extending common courtesy to other road users when 

executing the maneuver, so do be courteous! 

¶ DO watch out for lumps, bumps, and uneven surfaces as they can upset the handling of your bike. 

¶ DONôT lane share at night or in the dark. Lane sharing in the dark could confuse divers into making them think 

you are a four-wheeled vehicle rather than a two-wheeled vehicle. 

From a motorcyclist’s point of view, lane splitting saves time, eases congestion, and keeps them out of harm’s way. Ac-

cording to Rob Dingman, President, and CEO of the American Motorcyclist Association, “Lane splitting keeps riders 

safer by eliminating their exposure to rear-end collisions, and it helps ease congestion by effectively removing motorcy-

cles from the traffic lanes.” 

In conclusion, motorcycle lane splitting has become a hot topic among riders and policymakers, with many states consid-

ering or already implementing guidelines and regulations for this practice. While lane splitting can provide benefits such 

as reducing traffic congestion and increasing rider safety, it also poses risks if done improperly. Our aim to provide rid-

ers with clear and concise recommendations for safely splitting lanes, emphasizing the importance of maintaining a safe 

speed, being aware of surroundings, and utilizing proper protective gear. By following these guidelines and advocating 

for responsible and safe riding practices, motorcyclists can help promote the adoption of lane-splitting legislation across 

the country. As always, it is essential to prioritize safety and awareness on the road, regardless of whether lane splitting 

is legal in a particular state. 

On a side note, the state of Texas is considering Lane Splitting, but the proponents of lane splitting require more research 

from other countries that have successfully documented lane splitting incidents. 

Take Belgium…motorcyclists are 4X more likely to be injured or crash.  There are multiple factors that come into play 

and comparing Belgium to the US may pose challenges, in and of itself, but the bottom line is staying safe if you choose 

to lane split/lane filter/shoulder surf/lane share. 

Speed differential is important, being smart is critical, staying legal is imperative.  Understand the factual data between 

lane splitting, lane filtering, lane sharing, and shoulder surfing.  Spend time fine tuning your riding skills (take an 

ARCu), be responsible, stay educated, maintain training, honestly self-assess your riding skills, wear the right gear all 

the time, and be a role model. 

Kindest personal regards. 

 

Roby’s Ramblings 
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Rides/Events  

CenTex Riders Gathering    22 Jul 2025  Golden Corral - Killeen 

CenTex Riders 2nd Saturday Ride  9 Aug 2025  Highway 77 Café - Rosebud 

CenTex Riders Breakfast    23 Aug 2025 Black Rifle Coffee - HH 

CenTex Riders Gathering    26 Aug 2025 Golden Corral - Killeen 

EWMA 2025 Rendezvous    28-30 Aug 2025 Fort Smith, AR. see flyer 

CenTex Riders 2nd Saturday Ride  13 Sep 2025  Bend General Store - Bend 

CenTex Riders Gathering    23 Sep 2025  Golden Corral - Killeen 

CenTex Riders Breakfast    27 Sep 2025    Black Rifle Coffee - HH 

Texas District Fall Ride-In   9-11 Oct 2025 Marble Falls, see flyer 

CenTex Riders Breakfast    25 Oct 2025  Black Rifle Coffee - HH 

CenTex Riders Gathering    28 Oct 2025  Golden Corral - Killeen 

AR District Fall Color Ride-In   6-8 Nov 2025 TBA 

CenTex Riders Breakfast    22 Nov 2025 Black Rifle Coffee - HH 

CenTex Riders Gathering    25 Nov 2025 Golden Corral - Killeen 

CenTex Riders Holiday Party   6 Dec 2025  TBA 

TX-AR-OK Tri-District Ride-In   30 Apr - 2 May 2026 Hope, AR 

             Central Texas Riders (Chapter T) 

*Changes and new events are listed in Blue  



10  

 

             Central Texas Riders (Chapter T) 

Eagle Wings Motorcycle Association References and Links 

EWMA National Website:  https://www.EWMA-World.org   

EWMA National Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/groups/eagle.wings.motorcycle.association 

Region B Website:       

Region B Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/648709793287460     

Texas District Website: https://www.gwrra-tx.org/ 

Texas District Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/736753967150486 

CenTex Riders Website:  https://www.CenTexRiders.org 

Chapter Team: 

Directors:  Gene & Quinta Harris 

Treasurers: Tim & Young Brooks  

Ride Coordinators:  Jim and Alvalin Woodul 

Safety/Rider Education:  Chet Roby 

Webmaster/Newsletter: Gene & Quinta Harris 

      Computer Solutions 

For your complete computer needs,  both hard-

ware and software, contact Dan at (254) 680-

2983. 

    4610 Teal Drive 

    Killeen, TX 76542-3783  

Support Our Sponsors ñ They Support Us!  

Volunteers Needed for Ticket Sales During EWMA Rendezvous 

Region B's responsibility this year at Rendezvous is ticket sales.   

 We need 15-20 people per day (4-5/shift) to staff for Ticket Sales. Please contact those who are attending Rendezvous to see 

if they will volunteer for a time slot.   We need their name, phone number, email address, what day they will help cover and 

what time.  We know that  Region B personnel have other responsibilities as well and the desire to participate on rides.   

 We do not expect you to fill all of the time slots as Region C will also be helping with ticket sales but we do need as many vol-

unteers as you can possibly obtain.  Please ask them to contact the Ticket Sales table once they arrive at Rendezvous to volun-

teer as their schedule allows. 

 Attached is a spreadsheet to document those who are volunteering.  Please return this to us as soon as possible but no later 

than 7/1/2025 

 Thanks for your help on obtaining volunteers.  This is much appreciated.   

Lyle & Sheri Altes 

EWMA 

District Directors Texas - Oklahoma 

TXDD@ewma-tx.org 
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