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Hello Chapter T and Friends,

March is here, Christmas is just around the corner! What?
Well, Happy Easter to all!

Let me start with LeRoy firs
and he is doing well.

Riding season is upon us and we had some riding fun this
month. | have been riding around town. Does that count?
Well our Texas District Education weekend was great. Won-
derful turnout, we learned how to read a class schedule!
Oops! | heard lots of positive feedback. Great seminars were
taught. The First Aid, ARC and Trike classes were very busy
and so was the Road Captain Riders Course. If you were not
able to attend, you have missed a great learning experience.

As always you can find this event in color in our photo gal-
lery on the website.

Our ride to the Oscar Storel/
was a great local fun/dinner ride. We had planned on riding

after the dinner, but the impending thunderstorm prompted us
to reconsider and simply head back home. This proved to be
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Continued from page 1

| think all our green dressed members agreed,
that they had great food and

enjoyed each otheros
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April will be a busy riding month with Chapter §
O6s rally coming up.
Is also a great one to attend. If you have neve
been to Louisiana, you are missing out on lot
fun. Please check the calendar and event sch
ule often on our website centexwings.org. If a
one has a place they would love to visit, let us
know or put a ride together and share with our
members.

Another important upcoming event will be the g
Texas District Rally in Brenham, TX. If you ha
not already done so, and plan to attend, regist
for the event. You can submit your registratio
our next team meeting, to Jim or Alvalin with t
appropriate fees, or just mail them. Join us fo
rides and fun along with Blue Bell Ice Cream.
Whet her you are ridi

driving, you donot wasa
As always, a heartfelt thank you to all our me
bers for participating in rides and events, to in-
clude our gatherings. Remember, a chapter is
only as great as our members join hands toget.
ride, break bread, and invite friends to join us ¢
a ride to see what we
this team and make new friends!

Stay safe, rubber side down!
Kommt sicher an!

Andrea Douglas
Chapter Director



Randy and Kathy Reese. Texas District Educators

CRASHING

The famous American motorcyclist, Cook Neilson, in a old copy of Cycle Magazine listed
motorcycle crashes of his friends, family, acquaintances, and magazine staff. Then he h
say:

"Everybody | know who has spent any time atidihg a motorcycle on the street has crashe
Getting off is the inevitable escapable consequence of getting on. It makes no more sen:
expect a crastfiree motorcycle riding career than it does to expect to play a set of tennis v
hitting one inb the net, or a game of pool without blowing your position, or ten rounds of t
without catching one on the nose. You ride bikes; you crash.

Now tell me this, all you "ltan'thappento-me"” ers: suppose you awake this Tuesday sufft
with the absolw knowledge that at 10:00 a.m. you will have a crash on your motorcycle.
certainty of it is overwhelming; as you break into perfect consciousness you can practica
the thumps, the scrapes, the scratches and the burns; the forlorn, smokinggeretikaur
motorcycle is palpable in the mind's eye.

Got that? Now. How will you prepare for the morning's ride, knowing there will be a crast
10:00 a.m., knowing you will be the feature attraction? If you really believe that swill abot
helmets obscunig one's vision, helmets leading to strangulation, helmets causing one's ne
shap and helmets impairing one's hearing, then | suppose you will venture out of your hc
onto your motorcycle and toward your crash baeaded.

But if not- if you can inagine your head flinging off some bibaired lady's front fender, or
thwacking crisply into the pavement, or glancing off a parking meter pole; if you can imag
what it will feel like to take a truly thundering shot to the temple; if you can imaginéheow
outside world will look through eyes that no longer communicate to a functicogriive
apparatus- then | believe that faced with the inevitability of your 10:00 a.m. crash, you wil
on your helmet and buckle up tightly.

Ah, you're thinkingbut of course, faced with an inevitable crash, naturally | will wear a hel
But who says a crash is inevitable?

You think it isn't? Why should you be different from Loughlin, my father, Halesorth, Schill
Boiler, the Hansen brothers, Homchick, KoBtein, Vamvas, Irban, Lague, Muhifeld, Stepp.
Jennings, Sargent, Stermer, Phillipson, Crowder, Browne, Pererra, Dickenson. Friedmar
Riggs, Hodges, Thomas, Moses, or me?

Why should you be special?"

Think about it.



A GOOD TIME LEARNING

Rider Education Weekend was well done and professionally taught. | had a wonderful
time and learned quite a bit too! It seems that | had forgotten a lot of the basic fundamentals
when it comes to riding, stopping and tur
my way, and | was reminded that my way is not always the safest way.

| knew it was going to b esledvejackets meallygati d
disqualified from participating because of this. Luckily a gracious rider loaned his rain jacket
to me. Believe me, a rain jacket that keeps the rain out and the heat in, made me wish | hao
my ventilated riding jacket. First lesson learned!

Next | was reminded that braking in a turn means that | have to adjust and be riding
straight upanddown BEFORE applying the brakes. So, of course | had to experience a front
wheel slide on the gravel! Another lesson learned.

Overall I had a great time and everyone was smiling. | loved the comradery with all
the other riders and my new girlfriend, Diana enjoyed sitting outside and watching everyone
(Maybe next time she can come as a second rider) See you on the road!



